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New Data Prompts Updated Guidance in Washington and Ozaukee Counties 

Washington & Ozaukee Counties, WI –  On Monday, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) 

announced new data are available to all local and tribal health departments statewide. This data allows 

health departments to provide greater detail on their local dashboards on the number of cases in each 

county, the trajectory of cases, and current severity. This week’s data shows the trajectory of cases in 

Ozaukee County is flat, without large decreases or increases in case numbers, and puts Ozaukee County 

in the moderate category for current severity or burden. Washington County remains in the moderately 

high category for case severity; however, the overall number of cases has decreased. The Washington 

Ozaukee Public Health Department will update the data on their website weekly. 

Because Washington and Ozaukee Counties’ data has shown improvement in the severity, burden and 

trajectory of the COVID-19 virus, the Washington Ozaukee Public Health Department has updated their 

recommendations.  

Effective immediately, the Order of the Health Officer: Immediate Lockdown of All Long-Term Care 

Facilities, dated May 18, 2020 is lifted and no longer in effect. In addition, the capacity guidelines for 

businesses and gatherings have been increased.  

In March, Kirsten Johnson issued Orders to “lock-down” all long-term care facilities, including nursing 

homes, assisted living facilities, and memory care facilities, and limit all in-person and non-essential 

outside visitation to protect the most vulnerable in our community. These guidelines mirror 

requirements of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), with which long-term care 

facilities licensed through CMS must abide. A second order required all staffing agencies or similar 

businesses, including health care providers who provide staff at long-term care facilities in Washington 

and Ozaukee Counties, to disclose to the facility whether assigned staff have been exposed to COVID-19. 

Additionally, all individuals who obtain employment at long-term care facilities or who provide health 

care or similar services in long-term care facilities were required to disclose to their employer(s) if they 

are working in more than one long-term care facility in these counties. Finally, under this Order, PPE was 

required to be worn by employees that transport residents of long-term care facilities, and all vehicles 

were required to be cleaned each day. The Washington Ozaukee Public Health Department still strongly 

recommends these protective approaches to be considered by long-term care facilities when reviewing 

their own policies. Facilities should look to guidance provided by CMS, DHS, and their own legal counsel.  
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Recommendations for Reopening – June 17, 2020 
CATEGORY CAPACITY ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE 
Entertainment 
Festivals, Carnivals, Fairs, 
Concerts, Parades 

50% 
 Practice physical distancing. 
 Wear cloth face masks in spaces where 

physical distancing is difficult. 
 Wash hands with soap and water or 

use hand sanitizer. 
 Clean and disinfect often per CDC 

guidelines. 

 Post signage to promote physical 
distancing and the use of 
facemasks.  

 If you have any symptoms of COVID-
19 stay home and contact your 
healthcare provider. 

Food Service 
Restaurants, Coffee Shops, Bars  

75% 

Indoor Recreation 
Arcades, Bowling Alleys, Skating 
Rinks  

50% 

Large Venues 
Theaters, Sporting Venues, 
Museums, Marinas, Zoos 

50% 

Outdoor Recreation 
Amusement Parks, Waterparks, 
Pools  

50% 

Retail – Large 
Department Stores, Malls, Arts 
& Craft Stores 

75% 

Retail – Small 
Bookstores,  Boutiques, 
Consignment, CBD, 
Tobacco/Vape, Florist & Garden 
Centers 

75% 

Special Events & Fundraisers 
Weddings, Birthday Parties, 
Funerals, Retirement Parties 

50% 

Wellness & Fitness Facilities 
Gyms, Yoga Studios, Martial 
Arts, Pilates, CrossFit 

50% 

 

The Blueprint FAQ for Reopening Washington and Ozaukee Counties is a “living” document that will 

continue to be updated to reflect the most recent guidance. The FAQ, along with the data dashboard 

can be found at: www.washozwi.gov. Questions pertaining to COVID-19 in Washington and Ozaukee 

Counties can be e-mailed to COVID19@washozwi.gov.  
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